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INTRODUCTION 

EPHRAIM HAMBUJER 

Ephraim i s  pronounced gt fr& o r  et frum acbording t o  
the  Random House D l c t i o n a r y , . I t  means "very f r u i t f u l "  
i n  Hebrew. 

I f  t h e  name HambuJer was o r l g i n a l l y  Hamburger, it i s  
poss ib le  that h i s  parents were c i t i z e n s  of the c i t y  
Hamburg about t h e  year  1800 when a l l  Jews were requi red  
t o  adapt  last  names, Hamburg i s  a c i t y  on the Elbe River 
i n  Germany, i n  the northwestern p a r t  of t h e  country near  
the Netherlands, Hamburg was In the Kingdom of Hanover 
u n t i l  1866 when Hanover became p a r t  of  Prussia .  Refer 
H i s t o r i c a l  Atlas; C,Se Hammond Co, The name Hambujer is  
pronounced Hamb&aJer. 

What follows i s  t h e  biography of a remarkable man; 
he was a very success fu l  p ro fess iona l  uagic ian ,  a land 
specu la to r ,  and an inventor  with more than 33 pa ten t s  t o  his 
c r e d i t .  He was f a t h e r  t o  11 ch i ld ren ,  a l l  of them 
upstanding and successfu l  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t .  He  l i v e d  
from 1826 i n  P russ ia ,  t o  1850-1859 i n  England, then 
emigrated t o  New York, then D e t r o i t ,  then Chicago, and 
d ied  i n  1913 a t  t h e  age of 86. The fol lowing are the  
photographs, biography, documents, patents, and family 
groups he l e f t ,  
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CHAPTER I 

WHAT WAS GREAT GRANDPA'S NAME? 

The e a r l i e s t  record of h i s  name is i n  t h e  t e s t imonia l  
book which my mother Sylv ia  Grayson gave t o  me and which her  
mother E s t e l l a  Mandelbaum gave t o  Sylvia ,  Ephraim HambuJer 
gave t h e  book t o  S t e l l a ,  S t e l l a  was h i s  e leventh  ch i ld ,  The 
book conta ins  t h e  autographs and complimentary words of the  
sponsors of Ephraim's performances of magic from'l850 t o  1858 
i n  Germany and i n  Ehgland. In most of t h e  no tes ,  he was r e f e r r e d  t o  
as Professor  Edward Hamburger and occasional ly as Hamburgher 
o r  Hamburgh. (see  samples of these t e s t imonia l s  i n  appendix, ) 

H i s  ch i ld ren  probably knew h i s  name as Ephraim Hambujer 
imsmuch as t h e  grandchi ldren Eugene Henry, Bernice Beck, 
Sylvia  Grayson, and Anna Leah Lans all s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  name 
was Ephraim Hambujer. kur ther ,  Bernice c a r e f u l l y  poin ts  out  
t h a t  t h e  name i s  pronounced not Hambajer, but Hambyujer, 
H i s  marriage c e r t i f i c a t e  of 1865 says  Ephraim Hambujer, mbst 
of t h e  c i t y  d i r e c t o r y  l i s t i n g s  i n  De t ro i t  and i n  Chicago use 
the name HambuJer, and a l l  t h e  33 pa ten t s  I have recovered 
use that name as far back as 1864. 

However* t h e  name is not t h a t  s imple ,  f o ~  h i s  gravestone, 
whioh I have photographed, says Anna and Ephraim HAMBURG, It 
i s  notable  t h a t  h i s  son Lewis, who used t h e  name Hamburg, was 
h i s  undertaker and probably was t h e  one who ordered t h e  gravestone. 
Lewis no doubt r e l eased  the  information t o  t h e  Chicago Tribune 
f o r  the  two o b i t u a r i e s  which used t h e  name Ephraim Hamburg also, 

It is  pecu l i a r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  h i s  wife was l i s t e d  as 
"Annie Hambujern on her  dea th  c e r t i f i c a t e  and i n  her  obi tuary  
In 1896. 

The most r e l i a b l e  name, one might t h ink ,  would be t h e  
name on h i s  Na tu ra l i za t ion  a p p l i c a t i o n  and Oath (see copy i n  
appendix.) I f ind  two of h i s  s igna tu res  on these  documents and 
f i v e  other uses of  h i s  name wr i t t en  i n  apparent ly  a clerk's 
handwriting, The last  name as w r i t t e n  by t h e  c l e r k  looks l i k e  
these: 1, Hamburger 2, Hambuger 3. Hambuger 4. Hambuger 
5 ,  HambuJer. The two s igna tu res  by Ephraim himself d e f i n i t e l y  
end with "ERtt and seem t o  start with "HAMw, but I cannot be 
c e r t a i n  whether it is  Hamburger o r  Hambujer, Anyway, it certainly 
is ~t HAMBURG, 

I n  regard  t o  t h e  f i r s t  name, you w i l l  f i n d  t h i s  spelled 
EPHRAIM on h i s  pa ten t s ,  and EPHHIAM on h i s  dea th  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  
Ephraim i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  s p e l l i n g ,  s ince  it I s  t h e  only s p e l l i n g  
f o r  t h i s  name used i n  t he  Encylclopedia Bx i t t an ica ,  f o r  example; 
"EPHHAIM, t h e  s t ronger  of  t h e  two t r i b e s  I n t o  which t h e  house of 
Joseph was divided," (Ref.r V,. 8; p, 646.) 
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EPHRAIM HAMBUJER IN G E R I W Y  

L 

ih 

* HAMBUBGER, Ephraim; His various b i r t h  da tes ;  

1. 1 Aug* 1824, R e f , ;  dea th  certificate. "Died 31 May 1913 a t  age 
88 y e a m  9 montha 30 days, " 

2. 1824s Obituary #Ie, Chicago Tribune, 1 June 1913: uEphraim 
Hamburg, age 88." 

3. 1 oct .  1815 Ref, t Obituary #2, 2 June 1913, Chicag~ Tribune, 
*Col. Ephraim Hamburg died age 97. Born 1 Oot., 181 5 .  * 

4. 1826-278 Hambujex, Ephraim, age 53: Bef.r 1880 census, 

5. Oct., 1826: Hamburger, Ephraim, born Oct. 1826. ~ e f . ;  1900 
aensus. l i s t e d  as age 73, 

Summary: 4 out of 5 sources l i s t  hi8  birth as 1824-1826, The 5th 
souroe is  an obi tuary  which has t h e  g l a r i n g  e r r o r  in it t h a t  g r a n t s  
him c i v i l  war service which has been disprouen, I believe the 
age must be one o f  t h e  o the r  4 sources. The 2 most r e l i a b l e  
are thu 1880 and 1900 censuo, which were possibly answered by Ephraim 
himself, Furthermore, his age was listed as 53 i n  1880 and 73 i n  
1900, which tends t o  oorroborate t h e  acouracy of both census, If 
we assumethat because Ootober I s  mentioned i n  t h e  1900 census, 
that therefore t h e  Oct, 1 s L  i n  t h e  d i s c r e d i t e d  obituary #2 might 
be accurate, then perhaps Oct. 1st was his birthday, 

CONCLUSION; Ephraim Hamba er(Hamburg, Hamburger, Hamburgher) was 
probably born 1 Oat, 182 d . 
Inferences a 
1. He was age 33 when he oame t o  the U . S ,  
2, He was age 39 when ha married Annie Darmstadtrer. 
3. He was age 55 when he had h i s  1 1 t h  and last c h i l d ,  Stella, 
4, He was age 86 yea r s  and 8 months when he died,  
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1826 Oatober. 

Ephraim &inburg born  i n  P m ~ s s i a .  F a t h e r ,  E, Hamburg and 
mother (name 7 )  born i n  P russ i a ,  Ref, t h i r d e a t h ~  cert;lficate 
#I6158 on f i l e ,  o f f i c e  of county c l e rk ,  cook-county, Ill. 
Epln-airn was born  i n  Franlrfort: tradition related by Eugene 
Henry, 1974, 
ttKe h ~ d  7 brothers and 1 s i s te r ,  a11 musicians who had t h e i r  
own artchectr.a in England. The sist:cr had a daughter named 
Louisa Glickstein who had 2 daughters, They vis i ted  tlie 
I~landelbaulis on Lincoln Avc, Louisa las t  name was &tlcxander(' 
(mar~ied name? ), Ref, : Ann I a n a ,  
The f a t h e r  of Ephraim was Mashe, Hebrew for 14oses: Ref, t 
The mar r iage  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  1865. 

1 6  October, Anna (Hanna, A n n i e )  Darmstadter b o r n  i n  
Germany, (Ref. t h e r  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  on f i l e ,  Cook County 
Clerk, Ill,) Born in Hess-Darmstadt, Ref.: 1860 census, 
Detroit, Mich. Born i n  t h e  c i t y  of  Darrnstadt. Ref , :  Ann b n s ,  
who has  photo of the f ami ly  home i n  Darmstadt t a k e n  by- 
Sherman Lana when he visited that city, Anna's s i s t e r s  were 
Je t t chen ,  b. 1816; Rachel ,  b. 1826; Jeane t te ,  b, 1831; and 
Regina; h e r  one  brother w ~ s  Zacharias Darmstadter, 1827-1909. 
The i r  f a the r  was Samuel, 1787-1861, & mother Regine 
Lbewenskin, married 1815, Samuel's f a t h e r  was Zacharias, 1750- 
2 Feb, 1820,  s o n  o f  Samuel Darmstadter ,  who d i e d  before 1787. 
Hanna's sister Regina immigrated t o  U,S, 1854, mar r i ed ,  t o  
- Bloom, had 5 c h i l d r e n ,  one o f  who was Lena Berger ,  1855- 
1927, Her daughter  Mirlam Berger never married, was well 
known t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of  S t e l l a ,  IIanna's 8: dauglzter, 

R e f ,  : l e t t e r  from ICasl D. Dnrmstadter ,  son  o f  Samuel of  PIannheim: 
(1863-1948), s o n  o f  Zacharias o f  Bi rkenan ,  t h e  brother of 
Hannah, 

''Hannah Darms tadter (sister of my grandfather ~acharias) 
was, l i k e  Zacharias and t h e  other sisters, born 1 m B i r k e n a u  
(Odenwald) which belonged to the state ( "grand.-duchytt ) 
of Hasse(n) Darmstadt.." t R e f .  1 letter from Prof. Karl Dr 
Darmstadtor , Non 1974. 

11, 1839 
Ephraim's father and a o t h e r  d i e d  in t he  Plague in Germany 
when- he wns 13, : Painily tradition, 

Y 
1850 G: 1851 The first n o t a t t o n s  111 13phl.airn"s autograph and l o g  book 

in t h e  yea r  1850, in o l d  G o t h i c  Ger-nan s c r i p t  are to 

rYI 
Dlv'nrd HnmSur~cr  r e g a r d i n s  h i s  performances, 9ccacionall .y 
. I  --,-.-.L 
s p e l l e d  i I ~ - t ~ n ' l ~ u ~ ~ ; h a r ,  Auto graph book owned by R. R ,  G. Ifc gave 

. many p e r f o r m n n c ~ s  t h e s e  2 year s ,  al.1 i n  Germany, 
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CHAPTER TI1 EPHRAIM HAI4BUJER AND FIRST TWO SONS 

1852 

MORRIS HAEIBERGER born ,  p l a c e  no t  s t a t e d ,  Ref , :  h i s  d e a t h  
ce r t i f i c a t e -#259  on file a t  County Clerk, Cook County, Illm, 
bur i ed  a t  Hidgelawn Feb. 9 ,  1917 by unde r t ake r  L,E, 
HAMBZRG, ( h i s  b r o t h e r )  o f  464.9 P r a i r i e  s t r e e t ,  Chicago, 
Morris  d i e d  o f  Diabetes Feb, 6 ,  1917 i n  Hinsda le ,  county  of 
DuFage, I l l i n o i s , H e  was 65 yea r s  o l d ,  No o t h e r .  i n fo rma t ion  
i s  on  t h i s  dea th  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  
Inferences: Morr is  was t h e  e l d e s t  c h i l d  o f  Ephralm, was born Tas 
6 yea r s  b e f o r e  Louis, h i s  mother unknown, b u t  p o s s i b l y  
t h e  same C e l i a  as was t h e  rno$her o f  Louis, I n  1852,  Ephmim 
lived i n  England, probably lKft  Germany about t h e  bplginning 
o f  t h e  yea r  1052; t h e r e f o r e ,  Morr is  was probably  born i n  
England, The youngest c h i l d  of Ephraim (and Anna) w a s  born 
in 1881, 29 years a f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  Morr i s , , , a  remarkable 
spread o f  years  between youngest and e l d e s t ,  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  
Ephraim was 26 years  o l d  a t  t h e  time o f  his f i r s t b o r n ,  H e  was 
55 yea r s  o l d  when S t e l l a  was bo rn ,  akld Anna was 43. Thus 
Stella was born t o  p a r e n t s  old enough t o  be  h e r  g r anapa ren t s ;  
more than a gene ra t i on  passed between t h e  birth of h e r  b r o t h e r  
Morris and h e r  b i r t h .  (Based on t h e  1826 birth date of Bphraim.') 
The 3 c h i l d r e n  of Morris  and Jenn ie  were: Anna, E u g e n ~ ( B i 1 l y  
Robinson on s t a z e ) ,  and Sophie,  Sophie d i e d  young, Eugene 
Hamburg w a s  named a f t e r  h%hrnimts b r o t h e r  (Ref , :  Eugene 
~ e n r y  ) . EugeneH~~nburg married 1 s t  ETae, 2nd Sophie ,  h e r  s t e p -  
s i s t e r ,  Mae (May) & h e r  l i t t l e  b r o t h e r  d i e d  i n  t h e  Chicago 
f l u  epidemic t h e  same d a y  (19177);  he was 10, Sophie was d t r ,  
of MrmWeisburg ;  May w a s  d t r ,  IvIr. Weisburg & his 1st wi fe ,  
Eugene, Sdphlc ,  & Weisburgs moved from bJilmette, 111, t o  
Crescent  H t s .  Blvd., L , A , ,  C a l i f , ,  a few bloclcs from S t e l l a  
Mandelbaum, t hen  t o  Bever ly  H i l l s  where  Sophie  & Eugene died. 
Ref, :  Ann Lans, Morris  Barnburger was a famous comedian. Ref , :  
Bern ice  Beck. Morris  and J e n n i e  ,%mburg are b u r i e d  a t  
Ridgelawn cemetery,  Chicago. (Ref,  : sex ton  of t h e  cem, ) 
Eugene Hamburg said many t imes  t h a t  Qhra im w a s  mar r ied  5 
t imes  but S t e l l a  Mandelbaum, h i s  a u n t ,  always denieB tha t .Ref , :  
Ann Lans, Morris Hambureer b r a s  Rn actor fyom age 15 u n t i l  he 
d i e d  a t  ' 'age 74'': Ann l&ns, H i s  daugh te r  Anna disappeared 
mys t e r ious ly  b e f o r e  1 9 6 2 , ( ~ n n  L a n s , )  Eugene Hamburg took h i s  
own l i f e  when h i s  w i f e ' d i e d  suddenly. (AnnrLans. ) 3,lorris 
Hamburger ao ted  8 yea r s  a t  t h e  old Majes t i c  T h e a t e r  i n  chicago:  
(Ref,: Ste&la M , )  I n  h i s  later y e a r s ,  Uncle Morris played i n  
p i c t u r e s  a t  t h e  Essanay Stud-ios at 1345 Argyle S t r e e t ,  Chicago, 
& a l s o  worked a few yea r s  i n  movies i n  Hollywood. (Ref. : A ,  ~ 2 n d  
mgene & Sophie had no c h i l d r e n  b u t  each had a d t r .  by p rev ious  
mar r iage ,  (A,  b n s ,  ) 



GHAFTER EPHRAIM HAMBUJER IN ENGLAND 

1852 
through 
1858 

Q h r a i m ,  imo:~m as Mr. Hnmburgcr and l a t e r  as P r o f e s s o r  
Hamburger p;nve mnny perf'onnallces of magic, l e c t u r e s ,  ar.d 
demonstrations of t h o  cabalistic a r t  in Enelend. ; Ibid ,  

1856 Ephraim Hamburgher became a member of the Maaons. Lodge 
Roman Eagle. No. 160. In Edinburgh. Scotland. Ref.$ 
l e t t e r  from the Grand Secretery of the Grand Lodge. Edinburgh 
Sookland. 

1857 22 March. Lewis Hamburger born . Birmingham. England. tat 46 
Upper Dean Street, Father Ephraln Hamburgerg Mother Celis  
Hamburger. formerly Calla  Worms. Ref.2 Certified birth  certificate 
from General Register Office, London, England. Occvpation of 
father; 88Profassor af 1 3 a g i ~ . ~  

1859 Ephraim Hanbujer and famlly apparently l e f t  England in  
1859 for America. Ref.; his obituary8 see last page. 
Ref.: The last testimonials t o  his magic performances 
were in Deo. 1858 In hkgland and there are no further 
performances recorded. (His book of autographadteatimonlal~,) 

Ephraim Hamburger emlgreted t o  the U.S. i n  1860 
Ref.1 1900 census, Chicago, I l e a  
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t 
1857 

I 
fiouis E, Ibmburg born to Ephraim and in Bl.rrni?t~~hac\, 
Ehgl.and. (Does "E," stpnd f o r  ~ ~ h r a % r n V  Her. : dea th  c e r t ,  
of Louis; d i ed  17 June 193j9 Chicago, 111. 

L Louis was a w e a l t h y  under taker .  H~ married 
Carrie, an English woman. They had no children. ~~r~ & Ann. 
Her name was Carclines Ref.: hex gravestone in Waldhcim 

1yu cemetery reads t Hamburg, Caroline';' 1860-1947 (Fores t  
Park, Ill.) (Also known as Forest Home Cemetery.) 

C 
The same stone shows LEIS Hamburg. 1860-1933. 

i The death certificate of L s i s  Harnburgt Reg* NO*'. 16555. 
of 6355 B1ackst;one Ave., Chicago, Ill,, vrard 59,  

i 
Date of b i r t h  unknown, age about ?j,,profession wldertaker, 

f o r  40 years,, born 3.h Birmingham, m g ,  mother Celia b o r n -  
i n  Birmingham, Eng, Informant, Caroline Hamburge. 
Buried at Waldheim Cemetery Juhe 20, 1933,, died of Mitral 
insufficiency, angina poctoxis  and diabetes mellitua, e 

LEWIS EUGENE HAMBURG. Born 22 March 3859 in England. 
Initiated in the Warwick Lodge 1109. Offices held in 
Warulck lodge included Worshipful Master and Chaplain. 
Initiated in 1892; March 5. Occupation, undertaker. 
References L a t t e r  from t h e  Grand Lodge, A.F. & A.M. 
(Ancient Free and Accepted Masons). state of Ill. 
CW1dklENTSt Morris Hamburg's son was Eugene Hambur 
and Hattie Hamburg Henry's 3rd son was Eugene Hczry. 
Eugene Henry s t a t e s  t h a t  he was named-after  his. grand- 
father Ephmln's b r o t h e r  Eugene Hamburg. Now we find t h a t  
Lewis Hamburg's middle name is Eugene.(not Ephraim as 
theorized prev1ously.J Inference: there must be records 
of Ephraim's bro the r  Eugene somewhere which would lead 
t o  other bro the r s  and o t h e r  genealogy.Look for a Eu~ene 
Iiamburu or Hamburger, 
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CHAPTER V.; 

EPHRAIM HAMBUJER IN NEW YORK 

BACHEL HAMBUJERt the sister of Stella Mandelbaum. "She was born 
25 April 1860 and died.13 Narch 1883. She 18 buried in Betholem 
Cemetary, also knom as the Snith Street Cemstary, in Plot  L-4.m 
( R e f .  letter from Mlrlam Kushner, Arohlrlst of Temple Beth El. 
7400 Telegraph Road, Birmingham, Mioh.) - -- - -- - - - - - - -  - -  --- / 

RACHEL WBUJERs born; N e w  York. DlsQ Haroh 13, 1883 of 
Conatamption in Detroit, Mich.at age 22 years, 11 monthe, and 5 
days. Ocoupation, none. Father Ephraim Hambujer. Mother Annie 
Hambujer, Marital status single. (Ref.; Certificate of death 
register n@. 1563, Lansing, Mioh*) 

Comment: Annie was Rachel's atepmother. Annie (Hanohen, or Hannah) 
married Ephraim in Detroit in 1865. (~ef.r orlglnal Katubah.) 
h o h e l g s  natural mother l a  not knom. - - - 

1861 Ephraim Hamburger, a native of Prussio, the 19th day of 
February,. 1861, before the clerk of the court of 
quarter sesslons in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 
declared his intention to become a citizen of the 
Unlted States and renounaed a l l  allegiance t o  the 
King of Prussia. 

1064 Rebecca HRmburg, 4 t h  child, born In New Yorl:. R e f . :  
1880 census. She married John Ash ley ,  a Methodist  
minister. Children t Walter and Donald. Walter married 
Ella, had 2 girls, 1 named Joyce. lief. r Letter from 
E s t c l l n  iblandelbaum to Sylvla Crayson, 7 April 1964. 

Address i n  NY. r "Be it known t h a t  I, Ephraim Hambujer, 
of No, 6 Allen Street ,  i n  the c i t y ,  county and state 
of N e w  York have invented a new and improved passenger- 
re ister;...ll Ref.8 patent no. 52043, dated January 16,  
18 f 6. (see copy of this patent in appendix.)  Notez 
the  above address appears to be in the 10th ward on the 
lower E a s t  s i d e  of Manhattan island. 
Comment: It is interesting t o  f i n d  that in  1864 there was 
a Morris Hamburger living at No. 4 Allen street accord- 
ing t o  the NY City Directory, although Ephraim was not l i s  
ed. Morris was a beer pedler. Was he related to Ephraim? 
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EPHRAIM HAMBUJER IN DETROIT 

Following a r e  e n t r i e s  from Detrofit  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  : 
* 

1866 - Hamberger , E. paternmaxer, h 214 Congress e .  
1867 - Hambujer, Ephraim, prop. Weekly M e w  and p a t e n t  s o l i c i t o r ,  coy. 

Gri swold  & J e f f e r s o n  sve.  h. 176 Congress e .  
1848 - Hambujer, Ephraim, h 176 Congress e 
1869 - Hmbujcr ,  Ephraim, i nven to r ,  h 192 Congress e 
1870 - Hambujer, Abraham, pa ten t  agent ,  h 192 Congress e 
1871/72 - Hamburger, Ephraim, Saloon,  53 Mich ave. h 192 Congress e.  
1872/73 - Hambujer, Abraham, boarding house, 131  S t .  Antoine 
1872/73 (another  d i r e c t o r y )  - Hambujer, Ephraim, agent ,  h 179 Lefayette 
1875/76 - no l i s t i n g  
1882 - Hambujer, Ephraim, g r a v e l ,  sand,  e t c .  h 1 7  Columbia w. 
1887 - Hambujer, Ephraim, h 324 Randolph 
1889 - Hambujer, Ephraim, r e a l  e s t a t e ,  10 S e i t z  B l k ,  h 98 E l i z a b e t h  e 
1893 - no l i s t i n g  

e 

IY Tktrult City IklIwt3teryt 

BOX 4443, ARLINGTON. VIRGINIA 22204 

( 7 0 3 )  827-3365 

~ r r  1880 t  NO^ 1iat.d , 

1882 t HMbwr, E p h r l ~ r r  gra-1, rand, eta. h. 17 C ~ ~ m b i a  8.w. 

m 
1803r Hambujmr, Ephriam h. 125 Clifford 

b 
1884~ H-ujrr, Ephriua h. 125 C l l f f d  

1885s Hdbujar, Epbrirrn h, 13 Plum 

ib lM6a HambuSrr, EphriasP h. 324 Randolph 

1888t Hubujes, PJphrirrpl EQIB E a W  & Pabnfr , bmat 81r Or im1d h. 98 Ihirabth r , 
&I 

1089s Ruhgsr, Bphriam lral orta.ta 10 Snits BLK he 98 E l i t ~ b t h  e. 
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mhraim married Hanchen Dnnnstadt I n  ~ e t r o i t ,  Hioh. 
Re f .  : l e t t e r  from Professor  Karl Dnrmstadt, Washington, 
B.C. ,  9 June 1955 to R.G. Hannah was s i s t e r  of Karl's 
grandfa ther  i n  Germany, 
However, t h e  county c l e r k  of Wayne county, D e t r o i t ,  lich., 
repor ts  no luarrlage record for Ephrnim and Anna 1032-1974. 

Ephraim Hambujer married Hanna t he  daughter  of 
Shlono i n  D e t r o i t ,  MLch on tho  16 th  d a y  of Heshvan 
0ct.-Nov. Ref. r Their  marriage certificate i n  Hebrew 
called t h e  Ketubah. (Heshvan also spe l l ed  Chesvan. 
The f a t h e r  of Ephraim was Moshe, Hebrew for. Moses. l Ibid.  ) 
The marriage c e r t l f i c n t e  was hand l e t t e r e d  i n  Hebrew and 
Aramaic, dated t h e  Jewish  year 5626 (1865) on& Sunday. 
Shlono is  Hebrew for Solomon, 

Ref. : original ovrned by Bernice Beck. T r a n s l a t i o n s  by 
1. Rabbi Hymnn Agress, Aurora, Ill., 2. Rabbi Kenneth 
Weiss, Glendale, Ca l i f ,  

Rosa Hamburg, 5th ch i ld ,  born i n  Michigans 1880 census 

Rosa Hamburg married f i r s t  Ben B r i l l ;  second, Max Friend, 
No ohi ldren  e i t h e r  marriage. Ben B r i l l  w a s  a t a l l o r ,  Max 
was i n  r ea l  e s t a t e ,  Ref.: family t r a d i t i o n ,  Bendamin 
Brill, Rachel Brill, and t h e i r  daughter  Amelia Brill are 
buried at Ridgelawn Cemetery. (Ref. : sexton of t h e  cem, ) 
Max Friend died of  a hear t  attack on h i s  80th b i r thday  i n  
Chicago i n  1939. Aunt Rose, h i s  wife ,  d ied  about Sept ,  12- 
15, 1947, age 79-80, Ref, : Sylvia, Ann, & Bernice. 

Samuel Hamburg born. in Mich. 6 th  c l ~ i l d r  2880 census,  
Re was an a c t o r  f o r  40 yea r s ,  used the  stage name Allan 
Hampton-, \.lent into real estate  in Van Couver, B,C. Refs. 
Ann b n p  & Berniece Beck, 
VJncle Sam" married his l ead ing  lady,  H e  then married h i s  wife's 
mother. H i s  wife's s i s t e r  d i e d ,  l eav ing  a 2-year old c h i l d ,  
Vi rg in ia ,  whom Samuel adopted, H e  was wealthy, and had a 
mansion, a Chinese cook, and a gbverness f o r  t h e  chi ld ."  He 
went i n t o  real e s t a t e  with his brother-in-law, Virghnia's father 
when r e t i r e d  from ac t ing ,  A f t e r  several years he went  t o  l i v e  
with Aunt Hattie (Benry), The adopted daughter  was known 
by t h e  name Virgin ia  Hampton when s i n g l e , "  

Ref, t Ann fans 
Samuel Hamburg d ied  i n  Seattle, Wash. i n  1938. H i s  adopted 
daughter Age about 70 i n  l9?Lk, was l a s t  known t o  be l i v i n g  
in- M Vancouver, B r i t i s h  Columbia, Ref t Eh~gene Henry, 
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U.S. Census, De t ro i t ,  bIich. 1870, July 7th. a 
p. 26 4 t h  ward 

Hamburjer, Abraham age 42 Patent  Agent Born's Prussia 
H & I  Annie age 32 Keeping hse Hesse Darm 

I1 
stadt 

Morris age 16 Male a t  home born England 
I) Rachel age 10 
111 a 

N*Y* 
Rebecca age 7 a 

t1 t l  

Mi* 
Rosa 

n 
age 3 I' Mi. 

Samuel age 1 ' 11io 

Cornmentt there is  no doubt t h a t  t h e  above census r e f e r s  
t o  Ephraim Hambujer, Note that i n  1870 he l i s t e d  
himself as Abraham Hamburger In t h e  De t ro i t  Ci ty 
Direc tory  a t  192 Congress s t r e e t .  This I s  t he  same 
address given by Ephraim Hambujer t h e  year  previously 
i w t h e  1869 City Directory. Perhaps be had such 
a pronounced accent t h a t  clerks could no t  always s p e l l  
properly what he sa id ,  

U.S. .  Census, D e t r o i t ,  IJlich., 1870 
p... 30 4th ward a l s o  

Hamburger, Solomon age 48 carpenter:  born Pruasia  1 
)#I* Lena age 42 #ti( fit 
II Lizzie 12 II 

I1 4 ,  I f  
NY 

Maurice 
n 

11 NY 
Annie 11 1 ' .  NX, 

o Raphael 6 II NY 

Comment; Was t he  above Solomon Hamburger a brother  
t o  Ephraim? Note t h e  ooinoidencesr both were i n  the  
4 t h  wards both were born i n  Prussiaa both used t h e  
name Hamburger a t  t imes; t h e i r  ages were only 6 years 
apart; bath had first sons named Morris ( lburice) .  Re-  
member t h a t  Ephraim was said t o  have had ? bro the r s  
and nonB has been i d e n t i f i e d ;  t h e r e f o r e  Soloman, is 
a candidate. 

Julia end Fannic FIamburg, twins,  7th and 8th children, 
born i n  Mich.: 1880 census 

J u l i a  Hamburg married H a r r y  Walters. Only c h i l d ,  Leo 
Walters. Leo marr ied Beuhla 

-* No chi ldren.  J u l i a  dled  a f t e r  1964 i n  Chicago, 

Fannie Hamburg married Noses Salkey.  Children : Dorothy & 
Samuel. Dorothy married Guy Nhi te ;  ch. Gloria & Del igh t .  
Delight md. Hels t rom,  had 5 ch i ld ren .  Samuel Salkey  
died a g e  17 tb. Ref. : Bernice, Ann, Sylv ia .  

Lcopol-d Hainburg born in I$lich, 9th child of Ephrinm and 
Anna liamburg.: 1880 census. He died  at nee 17; Ref.; 
L e t t e r  from E s t c l l a  Mandelbnum, 
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Ephralm Hambujer declared t h a t  he had lived in D e t r o i t  
Michigan for more than fire years, took the oath of a l l e g - .  
lance t o  the United States  and renounoed allegiance t o  
the Emperor of Germany llarch 18. 1874, before the c o u r t  
in Detroit ,  Miohigan. 

mi 1877 Ephraim Hambujer listed as member of the board of 
trustees of the orthodox synagogue, Congregation Shaarey 
Zedek, D e t r o i t ,  MichiganP 

iYu 

A oopy of the book, CONGREZAT1Gbl.- SHAAREY ZEDEK, 1861-1981 

was given t o  me by the officials at t h a t  temple In rbspansa 

to aone queries that I made to them regarding Pphraim 

On page 25 are reproduced the directory and the l i s t  of churah 

memberrhip for the year 1877. (see p -  ~ Q ) L $  

Ephraim Hambujer is listed as one of the 

7 members of the board of trustees and i s  alsb l i s t ed  a8 a manbar 

in the ohuroh memberehip l ist .  There were 73 membere, Only the 

men wexo listed. Therefore I f  the average size family was 

4, then the t o t a l  in the aongregatlon was 292. 

In the booklet Family Trails, by the Mlch Dept o f  

Ed, 1974.p. 9 I t  states that Beth El oongregation in Detroltt-. 

sir was 0 rthodox when formed in 1850,, borne Beiarm inn1861 

A s p l i t  apparently ooourrediln the aongregation and the orthader 
L 

~ o r p l 8  formed Shaarey Zedak inr11861~ Shaarsy Zsdsk: remains&, 

L 
orthodox until 1913 when they beaame Conser~atire~ 

-- 
. - 

--- -- -- 
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Ephrain HambuJsr arrived in Detroit betweemi 

186 4 (Bebeoaa was born In H.Y. 18164) and 1865 (Ephraln married 

Hama Jlfarrnstadter in 1865 In Detroit). Therefore, when he aame 

t o  Detroit, he joined the Shoarey Zedek Temple (uhioh formed 

in 1861.) Thi8 is proof that the tradition of hla orthodoxy 

i s  cerrecti 

18 Dec, Hattie Hamburg, 10th child, born i n  Mich, 
I l a t t i e  Hanbuxg married Adolf Henry, T h r e e  sons:  Eugene, EIax, 
and Benjamin.  Eugene s a i d  he was named after one of 
Ephraim's bro the r s ,  Eugene was REF! 72 i n  1974. Wife i s  Jul.la, 
Married 50 years August  1974, Address 144.49 E, 7 t h  St, SJhi t t i e r :  
C a l i f ,  Three sons o f  Eugene 8: Julia: Don, nge 48, never marr ied,  
Robert ,  age 47, married,  2 daughters :  one married age 23, 

o t h e r  aEe 20, i n  c o l l e p e ,  S t an ,  age 45, 4 c h i l d r e n :  d t r  age 20, 
son 18, d t r  14,  son 12. H a t t i e  Hamburg Henry died age 67 
on h e r  b i r t h d a y  i n  Burbank, C ~ l i f , ,  18 Dec, 1945, Born 1870, 

Ref. : from Eugene Henry, 1974 

"Hamburgher, Ephraim, rea l  es ta te ,  209.3 Congress, e ,  " 
L i s t i n g  i n  D e t r o i t  Ci ty Directory, 1879, 

Census, Federal: D e t r o i t ,  'tJ8,rd 2, Wayne cowlty, Mich. 
on 4 June. 2 0 9  Congress Bst.  Sheet 17, line 33. 
Dwelling 133. Family 170, 
Hambujer, Ephraim 'age 53 Pa ten t  R t s ,  Agent, b ,Pruss ia  . 

(I Anna 44 wife b, Hessc Darrnstadt 

Children present  a t  hone in t h l s  census: Raohael ,  age' 18; 
Rebecca, 16;  Rosa, 13; Samuel, 11; J u l i a ,  9; Fannie, 7; 
Jkopold,  7; atid Hattie, 3,  

~ e c .  19th. Lstel-ln Hamburg, 11th child of  Ephraim and 
Anna born i n  Detroit, I.!ichir;ar~; Ref, : dea th  n o t i c e  
of Estel1.a 7 Peb, 1968, U s  Angcles, Calif. 

flXambujcr, Ephmim, gravel, sand, etc .  h. 17 Columbia 
Awe, w,I t  Ref, t D e t r o i t  City Directory for 1882, 

Louis E, H~rnburg came t o  U,S,A, Ref, t dea th  cert, of 
Louis i n  1933. Informantr Darl ine (7) Hamburg, Answered 
question on death c e r t :  how long  in U,S,: nns: 50 y r s ,  
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1883 Raohel Hambujer, born In New Xork Aprll 25, 1860, 
daughter of Ephralm and Annie Hambujer, died of consumption 
13 Maroh 1883, age 22 years 11 months and 5 days, 
Ref.$ her death certifioate. 

June 4 th .  "Prof. HambuJer, of  t h i s  c i t y ,  has  j u s t  publlsnea a 
svwlume e n t i t l e d  "The Family Tree" which i s  intended when 
p r o p e r l y  f i l l e d  o u t  t o  show a complete f ami ly  r eco rd ,  ex- 
h i b i t i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between f a m i l i e s  and t r a c i n g  t h e  
l i n e  of descen t  through severa l  gene ra t ionsbn l  Tes t imonia l  
from t h e  D e t r o i t  Free  P res s  included In t he  book. R e f . :  
copy of  t h i s  book which sold for $1.00 owned by Ann Lans. 

December 10 th .  The E-phrnim Hamburger f ami ly  moved from 
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan t o  Chicago, Ill. Ref. : death c e r t i f i c a t e  
of Annie Hambujer da t ed  March 24,  1896, s t a t e s  t h a t  
she  had l i v e d  i n  Chicago 5 y e a r s ,  4 months, and 2 weeks, and 
that she  had lived i n  I l l i n o i s  t h e  same pe r iod  of time, 

Leopold HambuJer died Fr iday ,  March 14, 1890 ,  at his. 
father's residencef, Prof, HnmbuJer, 98 Elizabeth at East, 
nge 17 y e a r s  and 3  month^ of P h t h i s i s  (tuberculosis). 
Duration of i l l n e s s ,  18 months, Place of burial3 Shaarey 
Zadeck cemetery (which i n  t h e  1890 c i t y  d i r e  c t o r y  of  D e t r o i t  
was on the north side of Pallister Ave,.,. eas t  of Dubols.) 
References: 1. death  c e r t i f i c a t e ;  Detroit dept-, of 
Health, V i t a l  statistics; 1151 Taylor, D e t r o i t  48202. 
2;.Death n o t i c e r  The Evening N e w s ,  Detroit, Friday 
March 14, 1890, page 2* 
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EPHRAIM HAMBUJER IN CHICAGO 

Hamburg, I n u i s  Em Bds 28 Grant  Place,  B e r e t  Lakeside annual  
Di rec to ry  of t h e  City of Chicago, Noter This proves t h a t  
Louis Hamburg came t o  Chicago before  Ephraim moved h i s  
family t h e r e ,  

Hamburg, John-, musician, he  84 Racine Av. 
Hamburg, P e t e r ,  musician, h a  84 Racine Ave, 

Ref, t Lakeside Annual Di rec to ry  o f  Ci ty  o f  Chicag 
Question: a r e  t h e s e  two Hamburgs, living a t  t h e  same p lace ,  
i n  t h e  same yea r  t h a t  b u L &  Hamburg appears, one year  be- 
f o r e  Ephraim moves t o  Chicago, . , ,are they b r o t h e r s  of 
Ephraim from t h e  o rches t ra  of  England composed o f  h i s  " 6  
bro the r s  and 1 s i s t e r N ?  These two musicians are l i s t e d  i n  
a l l  subsequent d i r e c t o r i e s  o f  Chicago a l s o  t 1891,1902,1907. 

Hamburger, Ephraim, inventor ,  h, 371 Dayton, Ref, t Lakeside 
annual d i r e c t o r y  of  t h e  c i t y  of Chicago, Q h r a i m  invented 
t h e  f i r s t  h e a t i n g  s tove  f o r  t r a i n s  and t h e  wheels t h a t  
prevented trains f rom tu rn ing  over  when they  went around curves. 
A large o i l  p a i n t i n g  of Ephrnim hold ing  a model o f  t h e  wheels 
is  owned by Bernice Beck; t h i s  p a i n t i n g  w a s  always on d i s p l a y  
previous ly  i n  t h e  house. of S te l l aand  Jake 14andelbaum. @'Our 
grandfa ther  invented  many th ings  but so ld  h i s  p a t e n t s  instead- 
o f g e t t i n g  r o y a l t i e s  f o r  them, My mother t o l d  us he so ld  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  wheel t o  t h e  Michigan Railroad for $10,000. "Fief , ~ . L a n s  
Ephraim s t a r t e d  a newspaper, poss ib ly  t h e  D e t r o i t  Free Press:  
Eugene Henry, H e  was t h e  first t o  s t a r t  a n e i ~ h b o r h o o d  news- 
.paper;  e i t h e r  i n  C h i c a ~ o  o r  i n  D e t r o i t :  Ann U n s ,  

, Ephraim was a r i c h  man f o r  many years but  dled i n  poverty i n  
a l i t t l e  frame house on the  corner  of School street and Ash- 

- land Avenue i n  Chicago, Just a few blocks from where we lived. 
He l o s t  everyth ing  dur ing  t h e  Columbian expos i t ion ,  H i s  sorr 
Samuel s e n t  him money through t h e  years u n t i l  he t o o  l o s t  every- 
t h i n g ;  t h e n  S t e l l a  a.nd Jake s e n t  Samuel money,@' R e f . ;  A. Lans, 
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1 8 9 7  I Ephralm l o s t  t h e  l ~ n d  f o r  t axes  t h a t  Henry Ford bought 
C and b u i l t  h i s  Dearborn au to  p l e n t  ono H e ,  Ephralm, bought 

hundreds (A, Lans ) o r  thousands (B. Beck) of acres of 
land i n  the  East: Maryland, Vi rg in ia ,  New Engl~r ld ,  f o r  specul-  
n t l o n  but  l o s t  a l l  of it when he could not pay t h e  taxes ,  

L Ref, t B. Beck & A, Lans remember reading  the  deeds, 

dB937 Ephralm had a r e s t a u r a n t  I n  Chicago c a l l e d  t h e  Ra thske l l e r  
which f a i l e d ,  n o t  t h e  White House Restaurant ,Ref , :  A ,  b n s ,  

The Annual Di rec to ry  of the C i t y  of  Chicago bg. t h e  
R,H; Donnelly Co., for 1893; p, 694 t 
%arnbuJer, Ephl-aim, gen agt .71 ,  125 Cla r l r  S t r e e t ,  he 

244 burl in^, 
4tHambu j e r ,  Samuel, a c t o r ,  244 Burl ing.  " 

"Hamburg, Louis E, , a g t ,  he 292 B i s s e l l w  
"Hamburger, I.laurice, Actor ,  h e  485 N, Clark,I1 

ANNIE HAMBUJER age 58 years ,  5 months, 8 days, died  on 
March 24, 1896 a t  2:45 p,m. a t  h30 Cleveland Ave. 21st ward 
a t  home, Chicago, Ill, of  pneumonia fol lowing t h e  Grippe, 
Buried a t  Ricklawn ( ~ l d g e l a w n  ) , Undertaker, A,  L. Bent ley 
& son,  ~ i n c o E  Avenue, l i c e n s e  no. 17. 

Ref,: copy of o r l u i n a l  dea th  c e r t .  on f i l e  
w i t h  Cook County Clerk,  Chicago. 

HAMBUJER, Mrs, Anne Hambujcr, beloved wife  of E, Hambujcr 
*1 

of  t h e  Weekly Enterpr lse*at  he r  residence 430 Cleveland Av. 

cc on Tueoday March 24, age 58, Funeral on Thursday 10 

o'clock, D e t r o i t ,  Syracuse, Cincinnat i  paperf please 

m 
Chicago Tribune March 26, 1896 

1897 Ephraim Hamburg married~pLottiet Refo 1900 censue. 
~ l r  Lattie was his 3rd wife: Ref.: Ann Lans; Lottie 

was his 4th wife6 Ref,: Eugene Henry. 
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1900. HAMBURGER, Ephraim clerk  home 785 No. Robey Street a 
L Ref.: 1900 Chicago Ci ty  Direc tory ,  page 800, 

1900 6 June, The 12th Census of t h e  U.S. r 

I 
HAMBURGERe Ephraim, and w i f e  L o t t i e ,  Ephraim l i s t e d  s born 

Oct, , 1826. age 73 on last birthday. Married on 3 E 
years,. Born in Germany. Mother and father born i n  
Germany, Immigrated 1860 t o  the U.S . ,  and i n  t h e  U , S ,  

YI for 40 years. No occupation listed, 
HAMBURGER, Lottier same census. Born Oce, 1065, age 35. Born 

in Austr ia ,  Mother and f a t h e r  born in Austr ia .  Came 
L to the U , S ,  i n  1895, present here 5 years ,  

REFERE;;NCEs 1900 census, I l l i n o i s ,  Cook County,. 
West Town Township* Ci ty  of Chicago. 
1 5 t h  ward. Page 232 A, 

ADDRESSI 785 Robey S t ree t . ,  Chicago. 

1. 1891 1 page 966 1 Hamburger, Ephralm, Inventor ,  h e  371 Dayton 

1893s p, 6941 H-jer, Ephraim, gene agt* 7 1 9  125, 

*r 
h, 24.11 Burl ing 

1902 Hambujer Ephraim pub 22, 125 Clark h 780 N Winchester  Av 
II Hamburg Lewis E. unde r t ake r  316 Ogden av h 850 W Polk 

1906 Qhraim wrote and published "The Fnmi1.y Tree" book. 150 
& 

paees. Sold f o r  $2.00. P~ibl l s l i rd  by The t'smily Record 
Co, , Chicago, Ill. Rcf. r copy owned by Ann Lans. Who 
owns one that has Ephraim's genealogy written in it7 

il* 

1907 Rambujer Ephralm pub h 856 N Winchester Av 
L 1907 Hamburg Lewis E undertaker 3725 Co t tage  Grove Av 

Ref.: 1902 & 1907 Annual Directory of the City of  
Chlcago, Ill. S t a t e  L i b r a r y ,  Springfield, Ill, 

~ r r  19-- Ephrain married Sophie, age 64, h i s  4th or 5th wife. 
Sophie ou t l i ved  Ephraim. and married a 14r. Zelg le r ,  R e f .  r 
Ann Lans, 



Obi tuarg NWnber 1, t 
Ycl 

EPIIRAIM HAMBURG, age 88 ycnro , husband' of  Mrs. Sophia 

ah Hamburg, nee Leze, and fond father of  Morrlr, Lewlo, and 

Samuel Hamburg, Mrs, Max Friend, Mrs, M ,  Salkey, Mrs. 

Harry Walterc , M ~ S ;  Adolph Henry, M m ,  J.D. Mandelbaum, 

passed Into eternal rest May 31, Funeral Tues, June 3 ,  11 

a,m. from h i s  son's  rcoldence, 4649 P r a i r i e  Avt. By 

autamobile to  Ridge Lawn Cemetery,. Bee Hive Lodge, No. 

1 
9 0 9 ( 9 0 0 7 )  A.F.&,M. O f f i c i a t i n g .  Cincinnati, Ohio, Detroi, 

Miuh., and Dallau, Texas papers please copy, 

19 

~bituary number 2, : Y 

Chicago Tribune, June 1 ,  1913, p, 8 

June 2, 1913. Cl~icago Tribune, page 4, A long obilaary 
oontalning,references to war records which cannotcbe 
documented* There is no family tradltiomlof any 
war1 experiences of Ephraim . 
HCOLONElL EPHBAIM HAJ.IBURG. AGED WAR VETERAN, D W ,  
S o l d i e n  i n  Franoo-Prussian and Civi l  Struggles 
and Believed Oldest Mason i n  Chicago Passes Away, 

Col. Ephraim Hambur& veteran of Wars for his father- 
land.. and his adopted country d.ied..Saturday at the Hamb- 
urg residence, 4649. Prairie Avenue,. a t  the age of 97,.. 
He was believed t o  be the o l d e s t  Masow in Chicago6 

Col; Hamburg was born imPrussla Oc:t, 1 ,  1815 and ent- 
ered the army at age 18, con~inuing as drillmaster until 
he-- was detailed! in 1850 for three years: 
detached service in London, In 1859 he came to the 
United States. and s e t t l e d  In Detroitt; working for; 
the D e t r o l t  Free Press. until the opening of the Civil 
War, in which he served for four years, 

A t  the outbreak of the F'ranco-Prussian war he offered 
his services. to his fatherland, and at  the  c lose  o f  the 
war was granted various medals, He was a Mason1 since 
1856, when he was initiated at Edinburgh.. He is survired~. 
by his widow and eight children,. The funeral s e m i c e .  a t  
the  residence tomorrow at 10 a.m.. will be in.. charge of  
Ber- Hive lodge No'.?. 909, A, P, & A*. M, ' I  
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CHAPTER V I I T  
THE PROFESSOR 03' MAGIC 

BACKGROUND Information for the understanding of Ephraim Hamburger, the. 

magiolurt (Prom the 1949 Encyclopedia Brittannloa.) a 

1. *Conjuring, the art of entertaining by pretended perfarmanae of those 
rr 

things whioh aannot be done. Because the entertainment an audienoe 

YII 
derive8 from aonjurlng depends largely upon oompleta mystification, 

the profession always tries t o  keep its methods secret andpermit8 

w the publia to think w b t  it will. Eten into the 18th oentury, a 

maJar1t;y ef people believed the tr laks  they saw performed ware the 
& 

rasult of the aid of dsmona. Ths two most oammon texne w e d  for the art, 

L 
oonJurlng and maglo have In their earlier meanings assoolated with 

devils, dsmane, spirits, and unholy powers. In the 18th century, mors 

r enlightened people began using the worde Natural Magio; or White Mag10 

t o  indicate the sntsrtaimant~ It still was oonfusing, for white magla-. 
Y alao has the meaning of o u r r t i t e  maglo aa opposed to Black Maglo which 

# 

dastr~yr;~ 
1 

2, @Beoausoof the quantitiee of apparatus, magicians avowed super* 

maohanloal knowledge and baaed their  wandere en a solentiflo alalr, 

rather than the mag10 words previously used.. The publlo did not obJeot, 

* for people uere beooming oonsalous of the remarkable possibilities of 

meohanios and ware losing interest in the pretense of maglo apelXe.. 
Y 

Professor as a t i t l e  for maglaianr invariably self-bestowed, became gsner- 

Y al ly  acoepttbd. 
3. "All were great travelers and gave their shows in many c ~ u n t r i e s . ~  

1 4. #What make. m axhibition of w$sriea af ieot ive  I s  the agreeable 
)* 

peraonallty of the oonJurer, and the timing, naturalness an8 smoo$ness 
m 

of hlr performanoe. Properly t o  snaot the role of purveyor of the 

Impossible, a oonlwor muat be assured in every word and a~tion,~ 
- -  
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BPBB*I)I IUMBUJER: (Abatraotsd from his book of tastimonials.) 

Research into what it  was that he did In hier 

exhibitions of mgia In Germany and Britain i n  1850-18588 

l.*Hia i s k i l l  in outting glass 18 e~traordinary.~ 

2. "He performed many alever and unusual trioksbw b 

3. "Mr. Hamburger's  light o f  hand trlck~,,,~ 

4. nSkilful and entertaining perfo~manae...~ 

5. wWitnessed the aabaliatio fa at^,, .* 
6. '..and heard a lseture from Professor Hamb~rger....~ 

7# feat8 in the oabalistia artebn 

8. and the rdmrks with whibh he accompanied the exhibition.were 

highly ints~estlng.~~ 

9 .  ~performsd numerous feats in the cabalistia oxt.." 

10. I feel great pleasure 5.m test i fying t o  h i 5 s k i l l  as ra Professor 

of Natural Magto. .? 

11. W H l s  leoture was very instructireen 

12. wHe took great pains t o  explain his subject and was very suoceaefulom 

13. The explanation was calculated to thelr minds on t h i s  much mis- 

underrrtood soien~e..~ 

14. * The explanation of the performantes was such as t o  deprive the 

exhibition of Natural Haglo of i t s  supernatural oharaoteren 

15. w,ra,mueed our boys for half an-hour with his maglosl trl~ks..~ 

16. "They were wry pleased and it tended to make them d e a p i ~ e  those 

pretended oonjurors, rP 

17. m..mf great rsrriaa in proving to the chiLdden that no suoh person 8 

exist as conJwor8 . 
18. adispel led  a11 doubt aa to h i s  being a o o n J ~ o r . . ~  

19. a 8s t  right the erroneous idea of ~ o n j u r i n g ~ , ~  

20,  nHis trioka erolted wails of laughter,.? 

. -A 
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raga z 
21. his feats of legerdermaln..* 

i 

L 
22. nProfessor Hamburgergs experiments and erplanati~ns..~ 

1 
23. the malent art of 8agia.,,Y 

24 W,.the aprofessoru visited ..* w 

1 25. " amused and lnatructed by the leoture on the o~balistic art..* 
26. * will tend to destroy the superstitious belief in ~onjurtng..~ 

iY 27. "Professor Hamburger's entertainment and instructire Lecture 

on Natural Haglo very muoh interested the young ladies of ..,Jaaklsonta 
iM 

School, Miss Thompson's School, a d  the young gentlemen of the Hlch 

Sohool. His rapidity, dexterity, and general manipulation are un- 

rivaled and his supreme slieght of hand make him independent of 
m apparrrtuar, 

28. "aaoaxupbmird by explanations of some of the trloke..? 
Yi 

29. a and hlo various apparatu~...~ 

t 30. "Useful to dispel beliefs in the cabalialio art..." 

rr Slrmmeryt Ephralm Hamburger for about 10 years in Germany a d  in 

England made his living a8 a profeseional magicalan. He performed show8 
I 

of naglo prirerily a& schools and also a few adult gatheringar where 

m he called himself a professor of natural magio. Thiar ,was In oontra- 

dietinotion to the oaballstio art, or oonjuring , wherein people - were decaelved and their superstitions promoted. He explained many 

o f  his trioks a d  slieghtt; of hand feats and gars leotures on mgio 
mm 

and the daaeptions practloed by his competitors, the conjurors. 

Bis ehous were a half hour l o n ~  or more and were so popular that  
Y 

ha was recalled two and three tlmes t o  rarioue schools over a period 

w of rererrl years, being applauded mare each time. H i s  performan3es 

tended to dlapel  popular superstitions about magia and sorcerors. 
L ... RSchard Grayson, M.P. 

- -. 
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FAMILY MEMORIES OF EPHRAIM HAMI3UJERi 

I. From Anna Leah (Mandelbaum) Lans): 

He was a professional theatrical magician in England. 

Ha had 7 brothers, all musicians, who had t h e i r  own orchestra. 

He had 1 sister who was a singer in the orchestra. Hex daught- 

er was Louisa Glickstein, She and her 2 dauguers used to visit +s on 

Newport Ave. Louisa Alexander was the daughter of Ephraim's only 

sister, 

Walter Ashley had 5 children. 

Stella Mandelbaum said Ephraim was married 4 times. Eugene 

Henry said 5 times. 

Our grandfather was a brilliant man even though he did  not^; 

have too much education* He had the intelligence of a genius and the 

stature of a great man. 

11. From Sylvia Handelbaum Graysont 

Fanny and Julia used to fight about how many wires Ephraim 

had, whether 4 or 5.  

He once owned the land on which Henry Ford built his factory* 

Ephraim's father lived to be 120 years old in Germany acaording to 

Stella. 

111. From Berniece Mandelbaum Beckt 

Ephraim was wealthy from his inventions then lost his money 

during the World's Fair in Chioago In 1893. He owned thousands of 

acres of land in Virginia and other southern states and lost them 

for taxes. 

Ephraim's daughter Rebecca married a gentile and was disowned. 

There are 3 programsin existanue t e l l i n g  of Ephraimgs 

performances at rarbous courts ans palaceso ire., Windsor and Bucking- 

ham palaces by royal command of Queen V i o t o r i a  and In Russia by 

Command of the Czar. I saw them framed on the wall of lhx Henry, now 
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Grandpa invented and patented a brake wheel for trains whioh 

he sold to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad for @lj,000. 

He spoke 9 languages, But he aould nat write Engllsh, 

He rearedhis brothsra and gave them a musioil education, 

IVD Stella Mandelbaumt 

My brother Leopold died when he was 17. He was 4 years older 

than Aunt Hattie. 

John Ashley was the husband of' my sister Rebeoca and they 

had 2 children, Walter and Donald. Walter married Ella - and they 
had 2 girls, one named Joyce. 

V b  Eugene Henryr 

Ephraim's 1st wife had Morris and L e w i s .  The 2nd wife had 

Rachel and Rebecca. The 3rd wife was Hannah. She original ly  came t o  

Detroit from Germany as a governess to a wealthy family. 

Ephraim was born in Frankfort in 1820, 

Emgenh has a program showing Ephraim played bfore Lord and 

Lady Seaton, governor of Ireland, in Ireland, 
with 

Ephraim llred,bugene@s folks until Eugene was age 8. 

Eugene helped Max Friend bring Karl Darmstadt to America in 

the 1930's t o  excape Hitler.  

ADDENDUMt from Berniecer 
Leopold's grave is in Detroit, We visited it i n  the 1920's. 

Stella said that Raohel d i ed  of a broken heart 3 weeks after 

refused her permission t o  marry beoause the man was a gambler, 

Rebecca and John Ashley's son Walter had children Joyce and, 

Norman Ashley* 
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