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D r .  Richard M. Grayson 
103 West Main S t r ee t  
St .  Charles, I l l i n o i s  

Dear D r .  Grayson: 

We checked our head of household indexes t o  the  1820 and 1830 federal  censuses 
of Indiana but d id  not f i nd  Harroway Owens indexed. The 1840 federa l  census of 
Indiana has been indexed Adams through Warrick counties only and again Harroway and 
Elizabeth ( ~ e t s y )  Owens, Owen were not included. The complete head of household 
index t o  the  1850 census of Indiana does include a Elizabeth Owens i n  Decatur county, 
l i v ing  i n  the  James Hamilton household. have enclosed a handwritten copy of t h i s  
schedule. Unfortunately the  censuses of Indiana a f t e r  I850 a r e  not indexed and time 
does not allow our s t a f f  t o  search them f o r  you. 

We checked the  D.A.R., Cemetery Inscr ip t ions  of Decatur County and Bible Records 
and Tombstone Insc r ip t ions ,  Decatur County, but the re  were no en t r i e s  f o r  your Owens 
family. Harroway Owens is not l i s t e d  i n  OIByrne, Roster of Soldiers  and P a t r i o t s  of 
the  American Revolution Buried i n  Indiana o r  i n  Waters, Revolutionary Soldiers  Buried 
i n  Indiana. Nor is he included i n  t he  Muster, Pay and Receipt R o l l s  of Indiana Ter- 
r i t o r y  Volunteers of the  War of 1812. 

' 

Our col lec t ion does include copies of Decatur county marriage records, 1822-1905; 
indexes t o  deed records, 1822-1901 ; probate records,  1830-1850; probate record indexes, 
1853-1900; and w i l l s ,  1822-1906.   ow ever 
time does not allow a search by our 

A s  we informed you i n  our l e t t e r  of ~ a n u g r ~  30, 1974 tGe Auditor of the  S t a t e  
requires t ha t  t h i s  Division receive payment before we undertake photocopying. The 

so  your t o t a l  cost f o r  eight 
begin upon receipt  of your 

Indiana S t a t e  Board of Health, Division of V i t a l  Records, 1330 W. Michigan 
should have a copy of Samuel Owen ~ r a ~ s 6 n ' s  death c e r t i f i c a t e .  It may 

I s  name. Copies of Indiana newspapers a r e  hbused by the  Archives 
Division o f  t h i s  Library. We suggest tha t  you contact them d i r ec t l y  about an obituary @ f o r  Samuel. A s  we mentioned above the  censuses of Indiana a f t e r  18.50 a r e  not indexed 
and we can not search them f o r  Samuel's family. 





Thank you vePy much for your l e t t e r  of Maroh 19 whiah j u a t  
arrived, Now t o  anawar sgsc i f i c  p ~ i n t a  t 
1, I assume that the John GPayf!$On was John Wren Grayaon, hsccluss 

I 

in h i a  obituary it stated that, he left hfadinon for Decatur 

cowity about 1836 and removed buck to Madlaon 5 yeara h t a r  
a f t e r  ha%ing entered g~vemmant  land and then ae l l ing  .out. 
Ha firat bou&C on 9 Jane 3836 sE* of NFlt of S 236 Hle brother 
Bffnjalgldn owned4 prcctls adJoining, puchaesa 33. Aug 1955 & 24 
June 1836 . I do not have t h a ~ s  dseda, Ref,~ Indo Land entrlea 
vol II by Waters p. 144, 1 h v o  YOM'S deed from 8 A g r l l  1836 
Sect 1, twap 8 no; Pangs 8 m a t ;  N6& NW& 98,29, 

2 0  I have the Msrrejrway Owenn doad but X do no t  know how Lo 
i n t e r p r e t  it except that Wron, Jr, was marrlsa In Dm. 
1832, ao i t  must be o marriage psesenl, Howovar, Harrszway l a  
not  in m y  cenrPua wha@erarer, and Elizenbsth.1 dogs no t  show up till 
1850 l i v ing  with the James Hamilton family age 70 &3nrpzt to Wpan 
Grayson senior and Rabacca hlla v~i fe ,  T a l a u  h v s  tho o $ h ~ r  t w o  
Owma deads but t h e y  have no genealogical imgskt, X did not ra.% 
n~tics that B e t n y  comet from Jcmnlngs coun&y Iln the dsad, Notice 
alao that Henry Grayson, Vr@n Sro  b e m ,  moved to Jmninga 
county, I don" h o w  whether you should asarch the Omsns 
fu r the r*  A l a o  I fourad t k ~ t  Jaaaph Crpayson rnarriud UT%LDA WENS 
age 33 i n  the 1850 canaua, bPnn in Ky. Maybe ah@ was daughter 
t o  Harraway and B%taya Maybs a marriage certificate would bolp, 

7. Could we follow up on the Marray Wen8 query? Thors might 
be a family hiatosy written.  Must be Harrawny. PPsuXd you write  
to Mrs* 0'~ynnea or e l a e  please glva me her addrass, Somas 
aery i n t s r e a t i n g .  

4. A John Wen8 aimed an affadavit Oat, 1846 for dhndrm Cumins 
ntating that ha had known Cummlna i n  Ssott county Kg. Swam in 
Jefferson county* Andsew Cumins was allowed 160 acres h n a  
grant on wrrarrant No. 2488 iasued 31 Ureh 1851 In Madiem, Ind. 
Andrm C m i n s  w a n  a private in the battle of the Thrnmas with 
the 28th ~ y .  u.3. Infantry. (Ihave a l l  his oi l i tary recordn,) 
Androw made affwdsvit 23 Oct. 1846 t h *  he RESIDED IN DEG4bTU.R 
COUNTY INDIANA FOR 14 YEARS PREVIOUS TO HIS WSIDENCE IN WDTSQN 
INDIANA md t h a t  ,he b d  lived in Edadiaon for 3 gears. 

5, I found Wren's brothor Joasph i l l  Tanneasse mi$ oP1 hlrs 
family and dssceniiants. I: will havo a chptcsr t o  send you on 
that and w chaptar on John Wran (3. Anothw chapter 
a l l  the de~csndmts of Wren. 

Thank you much, 



332 iVo. Jac:lrson S t .  
G r e e ~ l c u u r i ,  Id. 47243 
Ma.rctl 1 9 ,  1974, 

Dear D r .  Grayson:  

I am d e l i s h t e d  t o  have t h e  b i o g r a n n i c a l  s k e t c h  of  t h e  kipen 
Grayson f a n i l y .  I s h a l l  keen i t ,  s i n c e  o u r  l o c a l  DAR Charster 
h a s  no " r e s i d e n c e " .  

I r a n  a c r o s s  two ve ry  i n t e r e e t i n g  t h i n g s  y e s t e r d a y .  F i r s t ,  
t h e r e  d e f i n i t e l y  i s  a Grayson b d r i e d  i n  t h e  riovermale ceme- 
t e r y ,  b u t  I have no d a t e s .  From t h e  s k e t c h y  d e s c r i p t i o n  I 
had ,  I am e n c l i n e d  t o  t h i n k  i t  i s  Hren I. 

Now, s o r ~ ~ e t h i n g  e l s e .  I d i d  n o t  f i r l d  a Gurnsnins e n t e r i n g  land 
n e a r  J o s e ~ h  Grayson,  n o r  near  John Grayson. (DO you sutmose 
t h i s  i s  John Wren Grayson (1805-1d82)? However, I a i d  f i n d  
a a C n a r l e s  Gwens. Tr ; i s  i n t r i g u e d  me, sc I went t h r o u g h  t h e  
g r a n t o r  index f o r  t h e  f i r s t  20 years. H e  ~ c l d  t r i i s  l a n d  t o  
Lendamin Grilgson, S J T ,  I found ~ a r a w a ~ - w a  Owens w ~ o  
GAVE soine lanci  t o  Wren Gr;jyeon. I did n o t  CODY t h e  deed i n  
f u l l ,  k u t  t h e  d a t e  i s  28 december,  1332 and i s  f r o n  ilarraway 
Owenp. and aetsy ,  rlis wife  of J J i M I I d G S  county  t o  Wren Grayson 
f o r  " n a t u r a l  l o v e  and a f f e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  s a i d  Wren Grayson o f  
Deca tu r  County, aandcreek  ~ t t w n a h i ~ "  and i s  i n  t n e  l lor thwes t  
L u a r t e r  o f  S e c t i o n  3 6 ,  Township  9 Nor th ,  Ri~nge 8 E a ~ t ,  The  
s l g n a L u r e s  a r e  b o t h  by mark. Harraway Owens, and L l i z a b e t h  
Owens.  Acknowledged b e f o r e  John S c r i o t o r  on 13th of' J a n u ~ r y  
1833. S c r i n t o r  ( ~ c r i n t u r e ? )  was a J . P . ,  and i h e  deed  i s  in- 
dlca-ced as hcviny  been s i i<ned  i n  t n e  nresence o f  J c h n  Gwens 
and S c r i ~ t o r .  

ilarraway Owens iiad s e v e r a l  o t h e r  t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  b u t  I d i d  not 
have t ime  t o  corly them.  However, two o f  i n t e r e s t  a r e  a sa le  
t o  Joseph Grayson,  an6 o n e  t o  C h l r l e s  Gwens. 

kruuld you like t o  have a cooy of' tr le above  deed? Anu would 
you l i l L e  fclr me t o  s e a r c n  ,ioi-t: f u l l y  on t n i s  f a l u i l y ?  I have 
noL been la t h e  riabit o f  g o i n  i n t o  a n o t h e r  county  t o  do  any 
s c x r c h ,  b u t  I f e e l  t h a t  your  Owen c o n n e c t i o n  al ight  be i n  Jen- 
n i n g s  r e c o r d s  f ' r oa i  t h e  &:Dove i n f o r ~ a t i o n .  I n  a d 3 i t l o n  Lo a11 
th i s  i n f o r r n s t i o . ~  on H a r r a w a y  Cweos, Mrs. Hoscoe C ' ~ y r n e ,  who 
co,nnile;i the two volumes o f  " ~ o l d i e r s  o f  the American Hevo- 
lution B u r i e , ~  i n  ~ r ~ d i a n a " ,  wrote  me s e v e ~ a l  y e a r s  ago  t o  s e e  
i f  we had a n y  1-ecord o f  Harray  Qwens, and i r i a i c a t e d  she had 
i n f ~ r r ~ ~ a t i c i l  t n a t  he was a x e v o l u t  i o n a r y  s o l d i e r .  

iillen t l L c  18:-ather g e t s  wA,'r.. L . : ! ~ ~  :I, tr!c,u;h t o  g e t  i n t o  t n i s  O l C  
ce ! ,~e te rg ,  I shall t r y  t o  make t n e  t l - i ~  down t h e r e  2nd see j u s t  
what ca.h7be found. - 

Very  t r u l y  y o u r s ,  







OTHm OWEN-OWENS material from Westportt 

1. Bebecoa Owens born. - 1805, died July 17, 1876 (Tombstone a t  
Hovermale cemeerg 

2., Rebecca Owen, June 30 1834..Dec 27, 19-9. (1909?)(Tombstone, 
Hover~lale ) 

3; Elizabeth Owen, widow of braway Owen who was a private In  the 

w a r  of the Revolution was granted a pension of $21.66 per 

year t o  begin of 1 April 1853, The name SANDFORD GBAYSON 

appears on one of the claim papera, of mWestfield, Deaatur co., 

In& * 
4. -away Owens and hi& wife Betsy of the county of Jennings 

and the s t a t e  of Indiiana i n  cansideration of the n a t u r a l  

love and affect ion. they have fo r  the said  Wren Grayson him 

a certain! t r a c t  of land. . ,.,.eta; 

WNGLUSIONSa Haramy and Bgtsy (Elizabeth Gibson) Owens of 

Decatur aa., Ind,, were re l a t ives  of Wren Grayson, sr. and 

the other children of Wren Grayson, sr., WreaJr and John Wren Grayson. 

They probablg were re la ted  t o  the f i r s t  wife of WrenGrayson, sr., 

whose h m e  is recorded as Betsy Owens, the mother of John Wren 

d w  Gray~on. But haw? Perhaps Haraway was the brother of Betsy 

Owens Grayson. 2- Haraway was older than Wren, er. (B. 1782)~ 

...no doubt he was, sinoe he served i n  the Revolution; ~180, Owens 

wife Betsy was born in 1870 (was age 83 i n  pension applioatken 04 
1853 ) , - thus e a s i l r  oould have been 
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a t h e  mother of Betsy Grayssn the  wife of Wren Grayson, sr. Suppose 

Betsy Grayson was younger than Wren, sr. She could have been born 

a f t e r  1782...say 1787-1790 when her  mother Betsy Owens was 

age 17020. 

Therefore,  I be l ieve  that Haraway and Betsy Owens were 

t h e  parents of Betsy Owens, the wife of Wren Grayson, sr,, 
J r *  

and t he re fo re  t h e  grandparents of ~ren/and John Wren G~ayson. 



To t Date r 

Subj eot  r OWENS Genealogy 

Bar your ad I n  Gan, Helper 

I a m  looking f o r  the anoestora of  BETSY OWENS who mrrldl 
WREN GRAYSON, senlor, born 1782 i n  N.C., d i d  Deaatur we,  
Ind. 1865. The first ohild of Betery and Wren wre John 
Wren Grayson, born 1805 I n  Soott  oounty, Ky. Betsy Owena 
might have been born f n Va, Wren m r d ,  2nd a Rebaooa , 

The 3rd ohi ld  of Betry and Wren, a r , ,  was Wren Grayaon, Jr. 
On 28 Deo. 1832, EARAWAY OWENS AND HIS WIFE BETSY of  the  oounty 

a of Jennlnga, Ind, , gave farm land t o  Wren Grayeon, Jr., 
probably as hi6  mdding present, *inaon~ldera t lon  of the 
natural love and af fao t ion  whlah they have for t h e  said 
Wrsn Graysonn. 

The above Baraway Owens was probably the  same Haramy O W ~ ~ S  
who served i n  the  revolutionary war, draf ted  4-4-1781, Essex 
oo. Va., under Cspt. P h i l i p  Lee, Col. 
James Dabney; Raft Pens. W 9 6 3 ;  BLU 26404. Hamway Owens 
waa b, oa. 1763 Essex 000, Va.; d. 8-15-1831) (tombstone. ) 
Married Elizabeth Gibson, b, oa. 1769. After war l i ved  Essex 
oo., Va.8 1788 moved t o  Fayette 000, Ky. f o r  9 y rS9  then 
l ived  I n  Soott oo,, Ky. till about 1830, then t o  Ind, Widow s t i l l  
alive Deoauthr oo., Ind, age 84, i n  1853, and age 86 i n  1855. 

There i e  a n  a f f i d a v i t  of brother  -,OWENS, Soott  oo., 
deolaring t h a t  h i s  father's family and IIaraway's famllf 
moved together  i n  1788 t o  Ky. 

Another af f ld .  given a JOHN OWENS preeant a t  Hamway's marriage. 

A Charles Owens and hls wife kay aold land  t o  a son of Wrsn L 
Grayson, sr, , 1840, Decatur OO., Id., t o  Benjamin Grayson. 

A Matilda Owena married Joseph Grayson, 1834, Ind., son of 
Wrsn Grayson, sr. 

A Thomas Owens sold land t o  Wren Grayeon i n  Ind., 1834. Co- 
signed by wife of Thomas 3 Nanay Owena. 





Scott  County, Kentucky 

Deed Book G pg k73 

Know a l l  men by these preaentg tha t  I James hens of the county 
of  Decatur and state  of Irdiana have made, o-nominated 
constituted and appointed and by these presents do make, ordain, 
nominate, const i tute  and appoint %en hens  of the county of Shelby 
and s t a t e  afsd my true arxl lawful; -or me and i n  my name, place 
and stead and f o r  qy use, and benefit t a  ask, demand, sue for ,  recover 
and receive of and frcsn Jane McClary of the county of Scott  and Sta te  
of bntucky a l l  suchsum or  sums of money a8 sha l l  o r  may be due and 
owing unto me ae one of the heirs  and l ega l  represent& tives of Olren owem 
decld, And t o  give for  me and i n  q~ name $ood and sufficient receipts  
and acquittances f o r  the same, 

And further I hereby authorise and empower said attorney t o  
execute, sea l  and deliver i n  my m e  a good and sufficient quit claim 
deed t o  Matthew Barkley of said County of Scott  and State of -entucky 
t o  a cer ta in  parcel of land in said County of Scott containink 4 4 acres 
and being that part of the t r a c t  of land of which father Owen Owens 
decfd possessed which mu set apart fo r  me aa my portion as one of the 
heira and legal representAtbseel of deceased, references t o  the record of 
Scott  County afsd baing --- will more fully appear said t r a c t  lying on 
the Waters of Elkhorn. ------ hereby ------- and confirming 
the ac t s  and doinqs of my $aid attorney i n  the premises afsd. 

I n  witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 
tuentynirrth day of June A D 1829. 

James W, Owens. 

Deed ~ o o k  F pg 503 JUB 18, 1821 

----- Clay of Fayette and Isham Talbott, Frankfort t o  Owen Orens, claim 
under Patent of Henry W a t k i n ~  i n  County of Scott- water-lera Bun- 
jo in  Noel - Cynthiana Road - Whitakers %d Line now Eninga t o  Harruway 
Owem Cont. 18 3/4 A. - 
1 Robert Sne l l  f o r  

Henry Clay 
Isham Talbott 

Same back t o  Henry Clay and Isham Talbott; l,!+ A 2 Rd 4 Poles 
to clear  t i t l e .  

Owen Owens. 



Scott  County, Kentucky 

Will Book F pg 221 Sapt. 15, 1838 

Abstract. 

1 - Land and negroes divided equally between my four o ldes t  children, 

Elim LR;LFner Elvira Wills - a r i a  Burt- Grunderson Owens 

2 - Daughter Mary Orring have all her mother's property3 17 acres 
lying on Elkhorn , $300.00 caah now i n  hands of A. Turner; nsgro bby 
Edmund, bed, bedstead and furniture s b l d i n g  i n  the front roam, two 
other beds without furniture. Also a cherry press atarding i n  the 
front room. 

3 - Cbwnderson Owens bed and furniture. - 
4 - A11 remaining personel Estate sold and a f t e r  just  debt8 paid 
equally divided among all my children. 

5 - Interest  I inherited Pram death of nly son Willia Orrens t o  nvira 
Wills. 

Atteet; 
Milton Burt 
W.S. Wills 

Proven Sept, Court. 1838 - 



On motion of Catless 8, Adarns and L m i s  Adams administration l a  
granted t h e  on the Egta te  of owen Owens decld.El$aabeth heem, 
relict of saAd Owen hens being present Brd waving her d g h t  of 
administration on said Estate thereupon took Oath prescribed by law 
and withEliaabeth Owem and Westley WiUiarns her Securety entered into 
Bond i n  the penalty of Four Thousand Dollar8 corwlitioned according t o  
law, Ordered that Alexander Curry - BLexander &Hatton - Louden Snell  
and John M n g  be appointed being first sworn t o  apprlise i n  currant 
money the personel Estate atrd slaves i f  any of said deceased and 
report t o  court.  

A divis ion of Real Esltate of h e n  Owen$ decl d. Ordained and ordered t o  
be recorded. Among 18 heirs. 

a 

1790 Census 

Fayette County 

Owens - Harroway 

John 
Joshua 
Owen 
Patrick 
Thomas 

Grayson - John 
W i l l i a m  



1. Haraway Owens and his wife Betsy sold 112 acres t o  Joseph 
~ Y 0 0 N 2 8 Y 8 y 1 8 ~ 4 i n D e c a t u r C o u n t y s ~ d ' . L f t n t s - ~  

John Grq 8onF. 
d B e t s y  Owens t o  Wren Grayson f o r  love and a f f e c t i o n  
nd and appurtenances (farm?) on Dec, 8, 1832, 

ecahur county, Sandcreek township; 
ens and his wife Amy sold land t o  Benjamin Grayson 

on 24 Jan, 1840. Decatur county, Indf. 39 acre& 
4'. Charles and Amy Owens .* land f+e~+ John etra yson 23 Jan 1840% 

Demtur comty, fndb TCI 
5. Thomas Owens sold for $200:00 land t o  Wren Grw son 12 Deck 18157 

Co+signed by wife of Thomast Nancy Owens; 
6", hdatilda 6 m l d r e  OWENS married Joseph Grayson 

6/27/18~4~&; Therefore, Matilda was u grand daughter of Haraway 
(he 71 years old in 1834)1, Less Likey but possible f o r  her 
to ?a a daughter, 

j// IFERENCEI Betsy Onens, the w l f c  of Wren Grayson Sr., born 1782, 
must have been the daughter of Hmaway or one of his brother$ 
Charles Owen, John Owen SF., and possibly Ovven wens 
were brotheraF.Sr& a ILL- (~ULA 

7. ~ o ~ ~ n a n s  signed an afradavitt f o r  Andrew Cummina 23 Oct. 184-6 
saying that he was acquainted with Cummins in Scott  county 
Kyb., before the W c w ~  of 1812 and that they both were a t  the B a t t l e  
of the names i n  the  28th Zegiment cormcanded by Colr";, Thomas 
D. Owens and that Cmmins belonged t o  Capt, John Eowry's 
company. John Owens said that he saw said Gummins immediately 
previous t o  the t a t t l e ,  (sea Xerox of t h i ~  record hooky-2,') 
(Was this John Owens, er., bro the r  t o  Haroway @ens?) 





(48) James Owens, b. , (I. * 

i d l y  t r e d i t i o n  he lived i n  =e.rCo., V i r g i n i a ,  but  search 
---.. . , 

there fail8 to find reference t o  him. Nmes of hi6 parents not 

known, but indications are he was son of William who before 1750 

had settled in Augusta Co., Virginia. Jams Owens migrated to 

b S . u c W  Boon after the Revolution and settled near Lexington. 

James Owens marri6d E l i z a b e t h  brrs who l ived near 
--+ .. 

Lexington. Date and place of m a r r i e g e  not found. She was t h e  

daughter of (98) Samuel &wra. . 

Children of Jmes  Owens: -- 

Nancy Ava Hiram 
Sophla Pol ly  James 
Elizabeth John Samuel 
*a\ P WiUi~in b. 1789 



(24) Williem Owens born October 16, 1789, near Lering- 

() ton, Kentucky ((or in Virginia). He d i e d  July 23, 1856, in 

R u a ~ e l l v i l l e ,  Kentucky. He was a son of (48) James Owens who had 

l i v e d  in Hanover County, Virainia,  and mipated to Fayette County, 

On February 1, 1812,- in Fayette County, Kentucky, 

W l l l i e m  Owens married Hannah Clifford, the daughter b f  (50) John 

Clifford who then resided near Lexington. 

Children were : 

Jemes U. Owens b. 1812 
Eliza Jane Owens . b, 1817 
William Owens b. 1820 

(12) Blortimer C. Owens b. 1823 
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