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CHRISTMAS IN DECATUR COUNTY IN 1864
an article appearing in the GREENSBURG, INDIANA DAILY NEWS written

by S. J. Richardson and published in late December 1943

" As a background to this story I give the following: In 1830 Wren Grayson
lived as a very young man near Memphis, Tenn. where he was born. The Grayson
family viere opposed to slavery in every form, and foresaw that there would be
a warm between the étates to settle the matter of "states rights". So the
family came overland to Indiana, settling in southern Decatur county, near
the line of Jenning county. The fater, the elder Grayson was also named Wren, and
the parents came along-the elder Grayson had been a member of the Third Tennessee
Cavalry (on foot) and was with Anéy Jackson at New Orleans. HNuturally they
were Jacksonian Democrats. They took a claim of 160 acres from the governmént
;t $1.25 an acre and buili their [irst cabin on the 80 lying east of the Rango
iine road, with Sandcreek bordering on the south side, at a point just opposite
where Rock Creek from the east empties into Sandcreek. Vren Grayson Jr. had
#arried Lucinda Yillliamson, of that famous Breathitt county, Kentucky family and
their first baby was born in the log cabin on the night "the stars fell® Nov. 14,

It was Christmes week, 1864, and four of the Grayson boys, John, Hyrum, Will‘
iand Beryl were in the Union Army. Grand{ether Grayson h:d built tiwo new hodses
jalnce the cabin {irst mentioned. The first = large commodious loa‘houso av the
;corner near the present iron bridge. Then a more modern frame house where a
ﬁr. Meddux 1ives on the top of the hill west of the bridge. This has elvays
ﬁeen knovm o& the Grayson home and it was hers the family lived in 186/ and for
?any yoars afterward,
|

There is & emall branch-dry most of the year-that empties into Sandcreck just
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enst of this Range lind read.

(2)

her Grayson built his hog pen near this little stream -"Wild Jat creek"

to be near his Big corn crop in the "Bend Field" to the east. A rainstorm

came in the night, and Wild Cat creek went on a rampage carrying the
four fattening hogs to a place Y“down the river". This was a very serious
matter as the family would be short on meat until another bunch could be
bought and fattened. The day tefore christmat Uncle Billy Boicourt who
lived on an adjoining farm to the northwest, came over to hecar the war
news, ¢nd incidentally asked Grandfather Grayson if he and Uncle Summ
(the orly son too young to go into the army), would come over and help
butcher. Also csking him to bring their sealding barrel slong on the
sled-and of ourse Lring the womenfolk to help with the work-and cook a
good dinner.

When evening came Uncle William said: "Uncle Wren, you had bad luck
losing your fattening hogs, so load in & couple of these znd take home
with you".

Next morning was Christmas-an eventful day in the Grayson home. The

women folk had made the sausage and had a big dinner in bhe oven and toiling

in the pots in the fireplace. Besides Uncle Sam, the girls at home were
Katherine, Mary, Lucindz, Eliza (my mother in 1867) and Anabel, the baby
(Ainnobel is 86 years old, lives with her dauther, HMrs. W.H. Davis of
Pittsburg, Kas., 15 the only one of the family now living.) An older
sister, Rebecca, had married James W. Myers and lived sotheast of FWestport

in the brick house which is stending today on the hill south of Sandereek.

Like in the recent war, help was scarce so Gran’
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Uncle John Grayson had been caplured by the Confederate soldiers and wag

in Andersonville prison. Hed had written a rear Lefore that he had been

l

‘captured and was on his vay to soume prison and no word had been received

from him during the year.
Late in the evening the dauther, Eliza, was standing on the back porch
looking towards the road at the foot of the hill. She noted three pecple

t

‘coming up the hill-two women supporting a man and helping him mgke the
{grade up the hill-to the house. dunning into the house se told the fclks
that her sisters, Aunt Beck liyers and Aunt Kate, later Mrs. Melvin Higgins,
*and Erother John were coming up tﬂe hill. Tt wos pandemonium as they all)
Trushed to the.door and domm the hill to meet them. I will not attempt to
?deacribe that joyful meeting. John had been discharged on account of
:disahility and had come to Grecnsburg.
; One of the first men he saw as he unloaded from the train was Uncle Lovi
Giddings, who vrought him io Westport. Uncle Jim Myers and Aunt Beck and
:Aunt Kate were there in the vig family sled buying some groceries from
'Dr. Willism M. McCullough's general store. They took Uncle John in the
gled to the road east from the present site of freedonia church, and he and

i

}his two sisters walked the balance of the way while Uncle Jim Myers went
i

east past the old Dixon homestead to his ovn home to talie care of the live-

';stockfor the night, then going on to the Grayson home to Join the feativities.
i

‘!Johnny Boicourt and Uncle Wil Grayson arrived home on furloughs, and Aunt

fJane (McCammon) Grayson, Beryl's wife and her two byby girls, Annie cnd Minnie,

{
\

' ih&d come over from her father's, Uncle Jimmy McCammon's to tell the good

! ‘
‘hews~that Beryl, who was in a hospital in Nashville, recovering from a -
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bullet wound which nearly cost his life a t Misalonary Ridge, was well | ‘-ﬂi§
enough to come home if some one would come after him. L
Other noighbors had dropped in to sce the returned soldiers, and discuss ”,.ﬁg‘

‘the war, nearing its end as 211 verily believed. The table was set and

while getting ready to seat them all at the enlarged bable, someone suggested

to Grandpa Grayson that he should read a chapter from the Bible and lead
in the singing. He read the Bible, but excus sed himself from leading the
‘singing, as he knew only one soug, "A Charge to Keep Have IV, so Uncle Jim

Myers led with "The Lily of the Valley".

Then Grandfather Grayson off'ered thunks for the mesl and happy occasion.
Uncle John sot there almost dumbfounded with tears running dovmn his cheeks-
told.them that he was thinking of his starving comrades still left in ‘ i
‘Andersonville—told them it was impossible for him to eat es his doctor o

gave strict orders to be careful on this line for a long time-so Grandma i

K

Grayson cried as she gave him a large bowl of mush and milk. A bright

moonlight night and Uncle Jim took his brood and all the neighbors that

t

1ived slong the way, and saw that they were safely lsnded at thelr owm

[ ==

it

home. Grandpa Grayson reud the chapter about Moses and the children of o

Israsl hunting the promised land, offered a prayer for the boys gtill at

:the front.

So ended the happy Christmas at the Grayson home south of Westport,

' 81 years ago. o0 8

!
| FEATURE STORY LY RICHARDSON

L Linked with tne history of Decatur county during the clozing period of ’
| the Civil VWar is tho feuture story on pags 3 in this issue by 3.J. Richardson :

| Captioned "Christmas in Decatur County in 1864%, the sbory Ly lr. Rlchardsc
will be read with especial interest by citizens of the sgouther cechlon of

B | tha county.‘ ¥r. R., voteran Indiana newspaperman ia & former publisher
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